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Abstract: This study will evaluate high school teacher’s opinions about the current responsibility level of their 
ninth grade students. The questions to be evaluated include those that evaluate the teacher’s perspective regarding 
student responsibility levels increasing or decreasing, factors they perceive are involved with those changes, 
methods they use to improve responsibility levels, and failure rates of their students. 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Today’s students are part of what is called Generation Y or the Millennial Generation. These students have 
been raised in a society that is totally immersed in technology. Most have never seen a pay phone and do not know 
what a fax number is for. Their experiences have created a different view of learning and acquiring knowledge. The 
availability of information on the Internet has created an expectation of instant gratification in them. How has this 
affected their learning and responsibility levels? 
 
Definition of Terms 

 
Responsibility is defined as “the quality or state of being responsible.” (The Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 

2013). Researchers use many different factors to determine a working definition of student responsibility. For the 
purpose of this study, responsibility will be defined as the opportunity or ability to act independently and make 
decisions without authorization or readily assuming obligations, duties, etc.; dependable; reliable. 

 
 Generation Y is defined as “the generation born in the 1980s and 1990s, especially in the U.S.” 
(Dictionary.com's 21st Century Lexicon, 2013). This generation of individuals has spent their lives immersed in 
technology and most cannot imagine it any other way. For the purposes of this study, we will use the definition as 
stated with the addition of the fact that they are increasingly familiar with digital and electronic devices. 
 
 Millennial Generation is another term used in reference to Generation Y individuals. “A term used to refer 
to the generation, born from 1980 onward, brought up using digital technology and mass media; the children of 
Baby Boomers; also called Generation Y” (Dictionary.com's 21st Century Lexicon, 2013). For the purposes of this 
study, we will use the definition as stated. 
 
 Because the use of the term instant gratification is relatively new, there were no suitable sources to quote 
the definition from. Based on the definition of instant as an infinitesimal space of time; especially : a point in time 
separating two states (The Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2013) and the definition of gratification as a reward, 



recompense; especially : gratuity (The Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2013), our definition of instant gratification for 
the purpose of this study will be considered as the ability to get an answer or the satisfaction of an answer without 
putting forth effort or waiting with regards to the use of the term in an educational setting. 
 
Problem Statement 
 

In today’s society of teaching to the test and No Child Left Behind, student responsibility levels have come 
into question. The assumption is that student’s poor performance is due primarily to teachers’ efforts. It is expected 
that teachers take full responsibility for student learning. If students fail then it must be because poor curriculum, 
improper instruction, and teachers’ low expectations. Given these assumptions students are not as motivated to work 
hard since the responsibility falls on teacher performance instead of the student taking responsibility for their own 
learning. Greater access to technologies such as the Internet and mobile devices also attributes to a lack of students’ 
responsibility level.  

 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate high school teacher’s opinions about the current responsibility 

levels of their ninth grade students in this age of instant gratification. As such, the specific research question to be 
addressed through this study is: What are the perceptions of ninth grade teachers regarding the responsibility levels 
of ninth grade students based on the availability of the Internet and instant gratification? The following literature 
review further frames this research effort.   
 
Literature Review 
 

Mioduser, Nachmias, and Forkosh-Baruch (2008), suggest that in this age of the knowledge society, 
students will be expected to be independent, lifelong learners with the ability to use higher order skills and work in 
teams. While there have always been changes over time, the amount of changes that have taken place over the last 
thirty years, a relatively short period of time, have had large implications for the population. Individuals in this 
lifetime have had to adapt and continue to learn to keep up with the changes while those that were born into this era 
have known nothing but change and the adaptability necessary to keep up with the ever-changing world. 

 
“An important component of academic success is students’ motivation and ability to take responsibility for 

their own learning” (Dembo & Eaton, 2000, p. 473). Dembo and Eaton’s study evaluated behaviors that influence 
learning, specifically motivation in middle-level schools. Their research conclusion stresses the importance of 
student regulated learning and motivation as the key to student success. In the case where students have teachers 
who are not responsive to their needs, students must be taught how to develop their own education skills. 

 
Middle school is an important transition period for students. Dembo and Eaton (2000) suggest that “For 

many individuals, this transition represents the beginning of a general deterioration in academic performance, 
motivation, self-perceptions of ability, and relationships with peers and teachers” (p.473). “The future for many 
adolescents is bleak unless educational reforms influence their motivation and academic achievement” (Dembo & 
Eaton, 2000, p. 474). For this reason, the current state of ninth grade responsibility levels is significant in the 
evaluation of what works to improve student motivation and responsibility. Without a clear understanding of where 
students stand with regards to responsibility, how can we develop a plan for improvement? “According to the 
National Middle School Association (2003), these students [Middle School] are forming attitudes, values, and habits 
of mind that will largely direct their behavior as adults” (O’Callaghan, 2008, p. 11).  

 
According to Osit (2008), what he calls Generation Text kids in particular have significant problems 

learning how to cope with not getting what they want, and even with a slight delay in gratification (Osit, 2008, p. 
59). Furthermore Generation Text kids do not have a high work ethic (Osit, 2008, p. 87). They are accustomed to 
getting what they want quickly and easily and are “used to getting what they want with minimal effort” (p. 86). This 
is partly attributed to the number of technology tools and the ease of getting information. 

 
Research by Lewis, Romi, Qui & Katz (2005) suggests that various countries have expressed the concern 

that schools need to produce more responsible citizens. There are a variety of causes that have been cited as culprits 
to the perceived lack of civility of youth including “…young people’s increasing access to technology leading them 
to find school boring…” (Lewis, 2001, p. 307). 



 
Methodology 
 
 To explore the perceptions of ninth grade teachers regarding student responsibility levels over the last ten 
years, data will be collected using an email survey that will be completed by ninth grade teachers currently 
employed within the Region 5 Area in Southeast Texas. The study will seek to determine if ninth grade student 
responsibility levels have increased or decreased over the past 10 years. 
 
Participants 
 The sample for this study will consist of current teachers recruited through the Region 5 Area in Southeast 
Texas. Potential participants will be invited via an email request sent by the researchers, and only those who have 
taught ninth grade students for at least five of the last ten years will then be recruited. This process will be achieved 
by clicking a question in the survey that will ask the participants if they have taught ninth grade students for at least 
five of the last ten years before they are provided with the survey questions. 
 
Survey Instrument 
 
 The survey instrument will consist of one informed consent verification question, 14 closed ended 
questions, and 2 open ended questions. The remaining questions of the survey will ask for demographic information 
such as gender, age, employment status, marital status, race/ethnicity, and household income. Participants will first 
be informed of their right to decline participation or to withdraw at any time during the survey. The survey will be 
accessed by clicking on a link to the survey tool Qualtrics where the survey results will be collected confidentially 
providing only the research team members with access to the results. 
 
Data Collection and Analysis 
 
 Data will be collected by means of a self-created survey instrument in order to gather information based on 
participant’s experiences with the responsibility level of ninth grade students over the last ten years. The online 
survey instrument will be constructed by the researchers in Qualtrics, an online survey implementation tool. 
Participation is voluntary and the responses will be confidential. All surveys will be concealed and no one other than 
the primary investigator and assistant researchers will have access to them. The survey will be active for two weeks. 
In the first week an e-mail message will be sent to all available active email addresses on the Region 5 email system 
via the primary researcher inviting them to participate in the study. A link to the survey will be provided in the 
email. The message will outline the purpose of the study, provide instructions for completing the survey, and inform 
the potential subjects of their rights regarding participation in the study. After reading the rights of participation, the 
subjects who agree to participate will complete the survey. Those who do not agree to participate will close their 
browser window. The subjects will be provided with contact information in case they have questions regarding the 
study and will be reminded of confidentiality and of their freedom to discontinue participation at any time. At the 
end of a one week period, those who have not responded will be sent a follow-up e-mail, including the same 
information as was offered in the initial email communication and reminding recipients that the survey will still be 
active for those who have not yet completed it. At the conclusion of the second week, the survey will be closed to 
participants.  Data will then be downloaded from Qualtrics for the purposes of data analysis. 
 
Discussion 
 

There will be several limitations that may affect the study. One of the limitations to the study may be a 
small sample size that would not be a good representation of the actual number of teachers who have taught ninth 
grade students for the past 10 years. A second limitation of study is the potential of a low response rate. A final 
limitation of the study is the potential for incomplete survey responses. 

 
Previous studies have shown that while curriculum and lesson design do have an impact on learning, there 

are other factors such as discipline that will impact responsibility and student success (Lewis, 2001). Another study 
indicates that students are not prepared for today’s version of literacy referred to as hyperacy. The tools needed for 
learning in this society are very different from old methods of literacy education (Mioduser, Nachmias, & Forkosh-
Baruch, 2008). Upon completion of the current study it is anticipated that the results will reveal that student 



responsibilities at the ninth grade level have decreased over the past 10 years due to availability of the Internet and 
instant gratification. The implications of this research will have a direct impact for teachers, parents, and 
administrators for creation, development, and delivery of current curriculum. 
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